Since the blood-supply of the heart-muscle depends upon the coronary arteries, it is easy to see how readily a diffuse sclerosis of the aorta may involve these arteries at their origins in the sinuses of Valsalva. At other times the coronary vessels themselves are affected in their course, but in either case the result is a relative anaemia of the heart muscle. Such a condition will manifest itself in the case of the heart at an earlier stage than in any other situation in the body, since upon the untiring efficiency of the heart muscle the general welfare of the whole organism directly depends. The defect shows itself in the well-known signals of cardiac distress. Palpitation, breathlessness on slight exertion, cardiac pain, whether praecordial or, as is more often the case, pain in the peripheral distribution of the corresponding spinal segments?that is to say, the armAny or all of these may confess the embarrassment of the heart and reflect the slow degeneration of its muscle-fibres through lack of food. Finally, after THE HOSPITAL. 
